Housegroups
We would like to start holding a housegroup or possibly two. If you
would be willing to host one, please speak to Ian. Housegroups, if
you’re not familiar with them involve bible study, prayer and fellowship
and are a wonderful way of deepening our life together.
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Easter 4: Good Shepherd Sunday
Our service is led by Rev Ian Folks, and we
think about one of the most abiding metaphors
of God’s loving care - The Good Shepherd.
We will begin the service with the music group
introducing a new song, ‘There is a higher
throne’. Local singer and poet Becky Lowe will
sing the mystical Easter hymn, ‘Now the green
blade riseth’ during communion.

There is a Higher Throne
There is a higher throne
Than all this world has known,
Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue
Will one day come.
Before the Son we stand,
Made faultless through the Lamb;
Believing hearts find promised grace—

Young Eco Church today

Salvation comes.

Our Eco Church group is leading a session during today’s service for our
children and young people, out and around our church grounds. ‘The closest
you can get to God is in a garden…’

Hear heaven's voices sing;
Their thund'rous anthem rings
Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies.
Their praises rise.
All glory, wisdom, pow'r,
Strength, thanks, and honour are
To God our King, who reigns on high
Forevermore.
And there we'll find our home,
Our life before the throne;
We'll honor Him in perfect song

Nicholaston House retreat ’Living with the Risen Christ’
Sat. 21st May
We’re looking forward to a day retreat to the beautiful Nicholaston
House! We need to confirm names and numbers for this event, and
take payment from those who are coming - please give this in today or
as soon as possible if not. There is still room - full price is £38 per
person, which includes a hot dinner, but we can subsidise. If interested,
please give your name to Margaret or Dreena. The day will include
reflections by vicar Ian, Ian Davies, Mark Thomas and Mandy Batyon,
and plenty of time for both fellowship and soaking up the beautiful and
prayerful atmosphere of Nicholaston.

Where we belong.
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye
As thirst and hunger die.
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King;
We'll reign with Him…
C. Keith and Kristen Getty, Thank You Music.

Ethne Jeffreys
Ethne’s funeral service will be in St James’ Church this Thursday, 12 th May
at 11am. It would be lovely if as many as possible could attend. If you have
memories of Ethne you would like to share, please speak with Ian as he

prepares her eulogy. We are also preparing tea and cakes afterwards please speak to Margaret if you would be willing to help.

Vocations Sunday

Upcoming events

Today is marked as ‘Vocations Sunday’. In the past, such events were often a
way of encouraging people to think about whether a vocation ‘in the church’
was right for them, i.e. become a vicar... I hope we’ve moved on a bit.

You may be interested in these events.

Patrick Regan’s organisation ‘Kintsugi Hope’
aims to support people’s mental wellbeing, from
a Christian standpoint. He is speaking tonight,
Sunday 8th May at St Thomas’ Church, 6pm. All
are welcome to attend and you may want to
invite someone you know who is struggling.
Previous events have been very helpful.

For a start, everyone has a vocation - whether they think of it in those terms or
not. Our primary vocation is not one of doing, but being - we are called to be
children of God, we are called to be followers of Jesus’ teachings.
We may however build from that primary vocation. Your next calling is simply
to live a Christian life in your circumstances, whatever they are: ‘Remain in the
station of life that you had when you were called.’ (1 Cor 7:20). So in your
relationships, whatever they may be, live a Christian life. In your work or
retirement, voluntary work or being a ‘full time’ mum or carer - live a Christian
life. Bloom where you’re planted and live out the Gospel.
Sometimes it’s right to think about life’s overall direction though. A fine piece of
advice around this sort of vocation is this:
Find the intersection of your passions; your skills; and the world’s needs.
Why is that good advice? - because it goes with the grain of how God has
been working in you over time, over your whole life in fact. If you love and care
about something, you’re far more likely to do it well. And quite probably, such
thinking takes you to more or less where you are.

Monday 16th May 2pm
St James Parish Centre

If it chafes though, and you feel like you’re in the wrong place doing the wrong
things, then a prayerful, reflective exercise is needed. Talk to loving and wise
heads around you, talk to loved ones, talk to God. Even talk to vicars. Our
vocations are no more or less special than anyone else’s, but we’re useful for
some things.
Rev Ian Folks

St James this week
Wed 11th May 10.30am

Holy Communion (Parish Centre)

Thurs 12th May

9.30am

Prayer Group (Parish Centre

Sun 15tht May

9am

Cymun Bendigaid (Ian)

10.30am

Holy Communion (Ian)

Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

