St James’ Church, Uplands

NEWSLETTER - 24th April 2022
Easter 2 - ‘Doubting’ Thomas
Our service will be led by Ian
Folks, with Ian Davies preaching.
Our readings are Acts 5:27-32,
Psalm 150 and John 20:19-31.
What does Thomas teach us about
true faith?
Our service is followed by:

Annual Vestry Meeting
Please grab a coffee and stay in the church after the service to
hear an update and ask questions on the church’s direction for
the coming months and year, and to do the essential business
of approving finances, annual report and so on. Please do pick
up a copy of the annual report if you haven’t already.

Nicholaston House retreat, ‘Living Easter’ - Saturday
21st May
We need to confirm names and numbers for this event. We’re looking
forward to a day retreat to the beautiful Nicholaston House! Full price
is £38 per person, which includes a hot dinner. If you’re able to pay
full price, please do - but we acknowledge the cost is steep. We’re
very keen for all possible to attend so will happily subsidise based on
what you feel you can pay, and we will subsidise children’s places.
There will be excellent children’s activities on the day led by Rachel
Bunting and Sian Parkhouse, children’s workers for the diocese. If
interested, please give your name to Margaret or Dreena.

Ethne Jefferys
Ethne went to be with her Lord on Easter morning. Her funeral
service will be in St James’ Church on Thursday 12th May at
11am (provisional time), it would be lovely if many could
attend.

Upcoming events
Please support these community events - see posters in the
church and church hall for more details:
Thursday 28th April, 7pm - Local Election Hustings,
organised by Uplands Living Streets, St James Parish Centre.
A chance to ask your candidates about their policies for the
area - questions can be posed on the night or by submitting to
the box in Crumbs cafe. Ian is chairing.
Saturday 30th April, 7.30pm - Crwth Chamber Orchestra, St
James Church (Tickets £15/ £8 unwaged)
Saturday 7th May, 11am - Uplands Unite for Ukraine - Coffee
Morning, St Gabriel’s Church.

Litter pick
Our next litter pick is Friday 29th April at 11am. See Jenny
Wyatt if you would like to come.

Holy Communion
You may be aware that it is now permitted for churches to
share the common communion cup, but it is down to individual
churches to make this decision. In common with other
churches in our ministry area, the PCC does not feel that now
is the appropriate time to return to sharing the cup - case rates

are very high, and we feel that most are not prepared to return
to sharing a cup yet. We will review this at Pentecost.

This week at St James
Weds 27th April 10.30am, Holy Communion, Parish Centre
Thurs 28th April 9.30am, Prayer meeting
Friday 29th April 11am Litter Pick - see Jenny Wyatt
Sunday 1st May 9am Cymun Bendigaid,
10.30am Holy Communion
Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

Please pray for Ian next weekend as he is away conducting a
retreat for students from Aberystwyth University.

A note on Easter
Lent is 40 days. It is bookended by Ash Wednesday - where
we consider our sin - and Good Friday, where we consider
Jesus’ sacrifice to break the power of our sin and reconcile us
to God.
Easter is 50 days long. It is bookended by Easter Day, where
we celebrate Jesus’ rising to new life, and raising us with him;
and Pentecost where the Holy Spirit is given to the church. If
Lent is a time of sacrifice, Easter season is a time to rejoice in
the fullness of life God brings - the good things of earth, as
well as our spiritual blessings. Rejoice in the Lord always,
alleluia!

