St James’ Church, Uplands

NEWSLETTER - 6th March 2022
This Sunday - First in Lent

We think of Jesus’ temptation, the wilderness and begin the Lenten journey towards the Cross.
Rev Mark Thomas is preaching at our main 10.30am service, with Rev John Anthony leading
the Welsh language service at 9am.

Collection for Ukraine - UN Refugee Agency
We will be taking a collection for the Ukraine after the service this week and next - there is a
basket at the back of the church. Thanks to all who already gave at the Ash Wednesday service
where £192 was raised. If you wish to give but are not in church please contact Tony Lamb james.lamb1@ntlworld.com. We continue to pray for the situation.

‘Life in the Spirit’: Lent Sessions with Brunswick Methodist
Church
Please come and enjoy these sessions! We have an excellent speaker
programme lined up, beginning this Weds 9th March at 7pm with Canon
Dr Mark Clavier. Mark is a very engaging, in-demand speaker, who is
Residentiary Canon of Brecon Cathedral, and formerly Principal of St
Michael’s College, Llandaff and Vice-Principal of St Stephens, Oxford. He
is originally from the southern United States, and is the author of several books. Much of his
work talks of encountering God in the natural world - the title of the talk is ‘Earthed in the
Spirit’. Wednesday evening sessions will be held in the church, not the parish centre as
previously stated.

Swansea Asylum Seeker Support
We are delighted that the Friday evening drop-ins are set to re-start. We are keen to strengthen
our links with this excellent project, and it is a great way to come alongside people in need.
Please speak to Sandra Morton or Margaret Lamb.

Lent and Eco Church
This Lent we will be encouraging various ideas to encourage us to live in a more
sustainable way. We will highlight these using the notice sheet. There will be a series of
weekly suggestions and challenges.
Leading environmentalist Gus Speth said, “I used to think that top global environmental
problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse, and climate change. I thought that
with 30 years of good science we could address these problems, but I was wrong. The
top environmental problems are selfishness, greed, and apathy, and to deal with these
we need a spiritual and cultural transformation. And we scientists don’t know how to do
that.” So the first week’s challenge is aimed at cultivating a lifestyle of simplicity: the
spiritual transformation needed. Read Richard Foster’s classic chapter on simplicity https://hnp.org/userfiles/Simplicity.pdf

Covid restrictions
Compulsory Covid restrictions have eased. However, before changing the restrictions in the
church we will be discussing at a PCC meeting on Tuesday, so please bear with the current
rules for one more week!

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Llangennith, Saturday March 26th
There is a diocesan Pilgrimage to Llangennith, led by the aforementioned Canon Dr Mark
Clavier and Rev Sam Aldred. Bishop John will also be in attendance. For more information,
please see the leaflet at the back (if you receive by email, there is a separate attachment). To
book a place on the coach from St Mary’s, contact Sam Aldred - s.v.aldred@gmail.com.

St James this week
(Life group will not be running it during Lent due to the Lent sessions with Brunswick
Methodist).
Wednesday 9th March
10.30am Holy Communion, Parish centre
Wednesday 9th March
7pm
Lent sessions, Canon Dr Mark Clavier
Thursday 10th March
9.30am Prayer Group
Sunday 13th March
10.30am Main service (led by Rev Ian Folks)
Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

