St James’ Church, Uplands

NEWSLETTER - 27th February 2022
This Sunday - baptism of Skye Freeman
We are looking forward to baptising Skye in our service - welcome to God’s family, Skye; and a
warm welcome to Jessica, Dexter and all her family and friends who will be with us this morning!
A baptism is always a helpful occasion for all of us to consider and renew our own promises to
follow Christ. We will also of course be praying for the situation in Ukraine.

Healing Service Tonight - 6pm
We are holding a healing service tonight at 6pm. It is a simple,
calm and reflective service, which will be led by the vicar with Rev
Sarah Harris speaking. The previous service was well attended
and much appreciated by those who came - come and join us!
There is an opportunity to receive prayer and anointing with oil if
you wish.

Ash Wednesday joint service and Fast for Ukraine
We will have a joint Ash Wednesday service on March 2nd at 11am with Brunswick Methodist,
followed by a simple lunch together in the hall. We encourage people to follow the calls of Pope
Francis and various Archbishops for a day of prayer and fasting for the Ukraine on Wednesday.

‘Life in the Spirit’: Lent Sessions with Brunswick Methodist Church
Please come and enjoy these sessions! We have an excellent speaker programme lined up,
beginning on Weds 9th March at 7pm with Canon Dr Mark Clavier. Mark is a very engaging,
in-demand speaker, who is Residentiary Canon of Brecon Cathedral, and formerly Principal of
St Michael’s College, Llandaff and Vice-Principal of St Stephens, Oxford. He is originally from
the southern United States, and is the author of several books. Much of his work talks of
encountering God in the natural world - the title of the talk is ‘Earthed in the Spirit’. Wednesday
evening sessions will be held in the church, not the parish centre as previously stated.

Congregation Survey - volunteer needed!
Thanks for your responses to the congregation survey which make for very interesting reading!
We would like to type these up into an anonymised document - if you would be willing to do this,
please see Ian. It needs to be done this week ahead of a PCC meeting on 8th March. Approx 3
hrs worth of work.

Lent and Eco Church
This Lent we will be encouraging various ideas to
encourage us to use fewer resources, to live in a more
sustainable way. We will highlight these using the notice
sheet. There will be a series of weekly suggestions and
challenges. Lent has always been a season of using
less and giving more - as we use fewer resources, so
we give to those who are vulnerable to climate change.
Please check out the noticeboard in the corner by the
north door (the one nearer the parish centre). And also there is another litter pick on
Saturday 5th March - thanks to the team who went out this week!

In Christ Alone
Our final hymn is the wonderful hymn ‘In Christ Alone’, which speaks joyously of our new life in
Christ. But I always want to give a theological health warning on one line!
‘But on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied…’ The idea that Jesus’ death
on the Cross appeases God’s anger at our sin is misleading and not really biblical. A more
biblical understanding is that as Jesus our representative sacrificially dies, our sin dies with him
- and as he is raised to life, so we are raised with him. Happy to discuss! You may wish to join
me in singing: ‘But on the Cross, as Jesus died, the love of God was glorified.’

Building Project: Hall user consultation
There is another opportunity to see the plans for the redevelopment of the church and hall this
Thursday at 3-6pm. If you haven’t yet seen the plans, please come along. If you can help serve
teas and coffees, please let Sandra Morton know.

Swansea Asylum Seeker Support
We are delighted that the Friday evening drop-ins are set to re-start. We are keen to strengthen
our links with this excellent project, and it is a great way to come alongside people in need.
Please speak to Sandra Morton or Margaret Lamb.

St James this week
(Life group is cancelled this week and we will not be running it during Lent due to the Lent
sessions with Brunswick Methodist).
Wednesday 2nd March
11am Ash Wednesday service, followed by lunch (parish centre)
Thursday 3rd March
9.30am Prayer Group
Thursday 3rd March
3-6pm Hall user consultation
Saturday 5th March
12pm Litter pick (see Jenny Wyatt)
Sunday 6th March
9am
Cymun Bendigaid
10.30am Main service (Rev Mark Thomas preaching)
Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

