St James’ Church, Uplands

NEWSLETTER - 13th February 2022
This Sunday - The Sermon on the Plain
We hear Luke’s account of the famous ‘Beatitudes’ - what
do they mean for us as we follow Jesus?
Readings for the week (bracketed ones not read aloud):
(Jeremiah 17. 5-10); Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15. 12-20;
Luke 6. 17-26
The Sunday school meets in the children’s area.
We have kindly been given some money (£250) from the
Singleton singers towards revamping the children’s area.

Congregational Survey
We are asking you for your views on our main 10.30am worship service with a survey. Please
do take one and complete if you haven’t already, and bring any completed ones back by next
Sunday, 20th February. We want to hear your views on what you most value, and how you
would like this service to develop. Please do give this some consideration, we want to hear all
voices!

Foodbank
The Trussell Trust, who run foodbanks, say that there has been an increase of 103% in
foodbank use in Swansea this January compared to last, as price rises bite. If you can afford to,
please consider adding some tins etc to your regular shop, and bringing them to church to
collect. We could make a huge difference as a church if lots of us did this!

Healing Service
Our next healing service will be held on Sunday 27th February at 6pm, in two weeks’ time. It is a
simple, calm and reflective service, which will be led by the vicar with Rev Sarah Harris
speaking. The previous service was well attended and much appreciated by those who came come and join us! There is an opportunity to receive prayer and anointing with oil if you wish.

Eco Church
Please check out the noticeboard in the corner by the north door (the one nearer the
parish centre).
Next dates for community litter picks are Friday 25th Feb at 11am, and Sat 5th March. meet at vestry door but see Jenny Wyatt before coming.

St James this week
Tuesday 15th Feb, 7pm Life Group, Parish Centre
Wednesday 16th Feb, 10.30am Holy Communion (small room, parish centre)
Thursday 17th Feb 9.30am, Prayer group
Thursday 17th Feb 1.30pm, Zoom Bible study (contact Ian for details)
Sunday 20th Feb, Cymun Bendigaid, 9am (Rev John Walters, 10.30am, Main Service (Rev Ian
Davies leading)
Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359.
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

Lent sessions and retreat day
We will have a joint Ash Wednesday service on March 2nd with Brunswick
Methodist at 11am, followed by a simple lunch together in the hall.
We will be running a series of Lent sessions (lectures or interviews) with guest
speakers, alongside Brunswick Methodist Church. A full programme will be
confirmed in due course, but we’re pleased to announce that our new Bishop,
John Lomas has agreed to speak on Wednesday 23rd March at 7pm in the
church.
We also plan to run a retreat day at Nichoaston House on Saturday, 21st May.
More to follow.

Book recommendation
I read this book by Dallas Willlard, ‘Hearing God: Developing a
Conversational Relationship with God’ on my recent retreat week. It
was excellent and I’d strongly recommend it. It helps us to really think
about how we hear God’s voice, and how we build a deeper
relationship with him.

A prayer for St James’ Church
Heavenly Father,
Strengthen us in our inner being with power through your Spirit
That Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith
As we are rooted and grounded in love.
And give us the power to comprehend the height, breadth and depth
Of the love of Christ, which surpasses knowledge,
And so may we be filled with all the fullness of God.
We know that you can accomplish more than we can ask or even imagine
Through the power at work within us.
To you be glory in this church and in Christ Jesus through all generations: Amen! (Eph 3:14-21)

