St James’ Church, Uplands

NEWSLETTER - 23rd January 2021
Sunday school returns!
We’re delighted to announce that Sunday school is back from this Sunday, based in the
children’s area. Rebecca Connor has kindly volunteered to co-ordinate the programme,
along with other helpers. In the long term we will look to move Sunday school back to
the parish centre, but we need adequate numbers of DBS checked volunteers. So in the
meantime, please expect some additional noise during the services - remembering that
noise is a sign of life and to be welcomed!

This Sunday - Jesus’ mission and
the Body of Christ
This Sunday our readings show us how
Jesus understood his mission, with his
dramatic statement at the synagogue in
Nazareth. How do we continue it in our
world today?

Covid Restrictions
We still need to keep a 2m distance at
present, but will review this as we change back to alert level 0. We plan to re-start Life
Group and prayer meeting week beginning 7th Feb. We will return to the small room for
midweek communion on Wednesdays.

Eco Church
Recycling boxes are now in the area by the north door, as is an eco church
noticeboard, which includes details of our community litter picks. Next date is
Friday 28th Jan. See Jenny Wyatt for more details.

St James this week
Wednesday 26th Jan, 10.30am Holy Communion (small room, parish centre)
Thursday 27th Jan 1.30pm, Zoom Bible study (contact Ian for details)
Friday 28th Jan 11am, Litter pick - see Jenny Wyatt
Sunday 30th Jan, 9am, Cymun Bendigaid; 10.30am, Main Service
Contact: Rev Ian Folks, ianfolks@gmail.com; 07597 522359.
Rev Sarah Harris, revsarahharris@gmail.com; 01792 304527

Christian Giving
The Bible has a great deal to say about money; our attitude to it and what we do with it. Jesus
talks about our use of money more than any other ethical issue.
We give:
* In response to God’s love - God has shown great love for us in the life, death and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. We should be motivated to give generously in response. We are to be like
God - ready, not reluctant, givers for God loves a cheerful giver.
* In recognition of God’s Gifts. Giving is not limited to financial giving God wants us to be
generous with our time, energy and skills. If we have received God’s abundant grace then we
all have something to give generously.

How to Give
* Abundantly - the Bible stresses the abundant nature of God’s gifts to us so that we might give
abundantly in response.
* Prayerfully - each person should give what they have decided in their heart to give.
* Joyfully - God loves a joyful and big-hearted response to all that he lavished on us.
St James’, along with all other churches, is dependent on the giving of its congregation. It is fair
and accurate to say that without this giving the church would not survive. The regular,
committed and generous giving of the members of St James’ is our main source of regular
income.
Regular giving is an enormous help to us in our planning. It is also very convenient for the
giver.
* The Envelope scheme
* Gift Direct - Giving with a direct debit
* Banker’s Order
One-Off Gifts
Gift Aid - if you are a UK taxpayer you can increase the value of your gift by completing a Gift
Aid declaration. At no cost to you it enables the church to reclaim from the Government 25p for
every £1 of your donation. If you are unsure whether you qualify for Gift Aid please contact the
treasurer.
If you have any queries please contact our church treasurer Tony Lamb on 07719916705 or
email james.lamb1@ntlworld.com

