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Parish Mission 
Statement 

You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your 
mind...and your neighbour 
as yourself. Matthew 22:37-
38 

Sunday Podcasts of 
Sunday Morning Services 
are available on YouTube 
as are the Parish Podcasts 
‘A time to speak’  

Joke 

St Peter decides to take 
the day off to go fishing, 
so Jesus offers to keep an 
eye on the Pearly Gates. 
He is not sure what to do, 
so Peter tells him to find 
out a bit about people as 
they arrive in Heaven, and 
this will help him decide if 
he can let them in. After a 
while, Jesus sees a little 
old man with white hair 
approaching who looks 
very, very familiar. He 
asks the old man to tell 
him about himself. The 
old man says, "I had a 
very sad life. I was a 
carpenter and had a son 
who I lost at a relatively 
young age, and although 
he was not my natural 
child, I loved him dearly."  

Jesus welled up with 
emotion. He threw his 
arms around the old man 
and cried, "Daddy!"  

The old man replied, 
"Pinocchio?" 

This Newsletter is available on the Parish website:   www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 
St. James Sunday Services on YouTube are available here:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0NVea6r8mEr_KnOkSv6qQA/ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

Well here it is, my last newsletter, at the end of nine years and four months 
as Vicar of St  James. I came here on the back of a clear calling that I was to 
leave Cockett and, at 56, become the Vicar of a new parish for one last time. 
We were set to see out my ministry in St Peter’s, but it was not meant to be. 
God had other plans, and if there is one thing I have learnt over my years as 
a Christian, His plans are always for the best. One of Hazel’s favourite 
verses from the Bible is from Jeremiah 29:11: 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

And so we went where God sent us, and came to St James. The fact that 
God has plans for your life is no guarantee of success - at least not in 
human terms. What we count as success can be, from God’s perspective, a 
recipe for failure. And what seems like failure from a human perspective, 
can be from God’s point of view a resounding success. The greatest example 
of that is, of course, the Cross. From the disciples’ point of view it was a 
total disaster. We can hear this expressed by the disciples on the way to 
Emmaus when the Risen Jesus, unrecognised, joins them, notes their 
downcast expressions and animated discussion, and asks them what they 
are talking about. Their response was to tell him of His death by crucifixion 
and how it had crushed all their hopes: “we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel” is all they can say.  

But God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are our ways his ways. “For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:5-8) And what 
appears to all the world as an ignominious end to a promising ministry 
turns out to be the means of the salvation of the world. And so who are we 
to question God’s plans or predict how they will work out? All we can do is, 
like Mary, say ‘yes’ and leave the rest to him. 

All this is not to excuse any failures on my part to grow St James as I 
intended or hoped. Neither, however, is it to say that the whole venture was 
a disaster and a failure. In the end we must trust God that His purpose for 
calling me here has, through His grace and mercy, been accomplished. In 
the end He is sovereign and not us, and His will and intentions will not be 
thwarted.  

And so as I take my final bow, I know that despite my very human 
shortcomings, poor decisions, thwarted intentions, irritating blind spots, 
maddening character weaknesses, God can still work his purposes out for 
His church and move things in the direction He has always intended things 
to go.  

We ordinary Christians don’t always move forward in straight lines. Like 
the sinners we are, our ways are often crooked and all too often tend to run 
off into unintended tangents. But God is perfectly capable of righting 
wrongs, straightening jagged paths and leading His Church forward 
somehow and in some way. (Read the Bible. It’s all about God having to 
continually straighten things - and people - out in order to fulfil His 
purposes).  

And so as I hand over to a very capable (and youthful successor), I am 
confident that: 

 “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).  

Goodbye, and God bless you all, 

Mark and Hazel 



More Sad News  

On Sunday, in addition to Freda Tew’s passing, we also heard the sad news 
that Joyce Williams has gone. Our prayers are with John and all her family.  

Joyce was - like the first three letters of her name - a joy. She was always 
pleasant and smiling, warm and generous with her welcome. The last few 
years have not been easy ones for her as her mind became more and more 
clouded by dementia, but John tells me he still knew her at the end and that, 
at least, is a blessing.  

But now, along with Freda and Rose, and all those other faithful souls who 
have gone before, we rejoice that Joyce is with Jesus, and I can think of no 
better place to be. No wonder St. Paul says: “For to me, to live is Christ and 
to die is gain” whereas the world says the opposite: “To live is gain and to die 
is loss”.  

Joyce has not lost anything - only we have. On the contrary she has gained 
far, far more than we can ever imagine. As it is written: 

“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no 
human mind has conceived — the things God has prepared for 
those who love him” (1 Cor 2:9) 

So rest in peace Joyce, Freda and Rose. And rise in glory. Amen and amen.  

Joyce’s funeral will be at  Morriston Crematorium next  Friday 2nd July. I am 
very grateful for Ian’s permission to take this. 

Some Resources 

For those who struggle to pray, and are unsure what to say to God, may I 
recommend - if you can get hold of it - ‘A Diary of Private Prayer’ by John 
Baillie. The language may seem a little dated - it prefers to address God as 
‘Thee or Thou’ - but it is beautiful, elegant and reverent, and covers prayers 
for morning and evening for a month. Each prayer time can last about five 
minutes if you read the prayers slowly. Or you can stop and reflect on what is 
said and make it last a little longer. 

Another resource which I am currently using is The Bible in One Year by 
Nicky Gumbel. This can be downloaded as an app or accessed online at:  
https://bibleinoneyear.org/en/ 

By following this programme - either by reading it or listening to it read - you 
will be able to cover the whole Bible in a year. It takes about 25 minutes 
every day. What you will get is the wonderful actor David Suchet reading the 
Bible passages and Nicky Gumbel offering short commentaries on the 
passages covered with an additional thought by his wife Pippa. Each reading 
and short message leads with a short prayer. I really enjoy this time every 
day and recommend it as a brilliant way to read through the Bible and grasp 
its overarching message.  

The Bible summed up in a verse 

As far as chapter count goes, which chapter is in the centre of the Protestant 
Bible? Answer: Psalm 118.  

Which verse is at the exact centre verse of the Bible? Answer: Psalm 118:8  
What does it say? “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put 
confidence in man.”  This sums up the whole message of the Bible in one 
simple, succinct verse. 

And finally 

Thanks to everyone who has worked with me in the harvest field over the 
past nine years or so at St James:  Standing Committee, PCC, Project Group, 
readers, sides-people, intercessors, musicians, Eucharistic Assistants, 
servers, wardens, treasurer, and many more. Thank you all. (PS I am terrible 
at goodbyes).   Mark  

Contact information 

For contributions to the newsletter please email the Vicar, Revd Ian Folks at: ianfolks@gmail.com  

Home phone number: (01792) 205190 

Trinity 4 Collect  

O God, the protector of 
all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing 
is strong, nothing is 
holy: increase and 
multiply upon us your 
mercy; that with you as 
our ruler and guide we 
may so pass through 
things temporal that 
we lose not our hold on 
things eternal; grant 
this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, who is 
alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.  

or 

Gracious Father, by the 
obedience of Jesus you 
brought salvation to 
our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony 
with your will, that we 
may find all things 
restored in him, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  

 

Readings  
Lamentations 3.23-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8.7-end 
Mark 5.21-end 

 

Jokes 

Which Bible character 
had no parents? 
Joshua, son of Nun  

(Joshua 1:1). 
 
Where is the first 
tennis match 
mentioned in the 
Bible? 

When Joseph served in 
Pharaoh's court. 
 
Who was the greatest 
comedian in the Bible? 

Samson - he brought 
the house down 
(Judges 16:30). 


