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Parish Mission Statement 

You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all 
your mind...and your 
neighbour as yourself. 
Matthew 22:37-38 

Sunday Podcasts of 
Sunday Morning Services 
are available on YouTube 
as are the Parish Podcasts 
‘A time to speak’  

More Quotes 
We desperately need the 
church for love, for 
maturity and 
preparedness, for spiritual 
care. It is arrogant, 
rebellious, self-reliant, 
God-indicting pride to 
conclude that the church is 
an optional extra to the 
Christian life. We need 
everything God designs for 
us. Everything. To reject 
what God designs for His 
glory and our good is 
spiritual suicide. To reject 
the church is to take your 
own spiritual life. 

The Local Church by Thabiti 
Anyabwile 

When you were born,  
your mother brought you 
to church. When you were 
married, your wife brought 
you to church. When you 
die, your friends will bring 
you to church. 
Why not try coming to 
church on your own 
sometime? 

Anonymous 

 
“Church attendance is as 
vital to a disciple as a 
transfusion of rich, healthy 
blood to a sick man.” 

D.L.Moody 

This Newsletter is available on the Parish website:   www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 
St. James Sunday Services on YouTube are available here:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0NVea6r8mEr_KnOkSv6qQA/ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

This Sunday is my penultimate Sunday before what is referred to as my ‘retirement’. I 
have not been able to think about it too deeply because the last several months have 
been a roller-coaster of getting the new house ready, packing, moving, administration, 
down-sizing - no joke after having lived in larger accommodation for 34 years - and all 
the hassle that goes on with changing address, phone etc. But recently a colleague sent 
me an email wishing me a long and happy retirement which sparked a few thoughts. 

First, I am NOT retiring. I am stepping back from full time work. When Jesus told his 
followers to go and make disciples of all nations he set no time limit. He said he would 
be with them “to the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20) meaning the completion of 
God’s work. Retirement is no option for the Christian. I will work for the Gospel as long 
as God gives me the strength and grace to do so. 

Second, I AM retiring from St. James, meaning that I will no longer ‘work’ in this part 
of God’s vineyard. St. James will now be someone else’s responsibility. And so, just as 
Paul handed the Corinthian Church over to Apollos when he left Corinth (1 Cor 3:6), so 
I am handing St. James over to Ian (I am making no other comparisons here).  

Third, the one thing I have learned from the pandemic is that ministry has a wider 
aspect to it and is not restricted to the physicality of leading worship, meeting people 
etc. And so with a few new skills I have learned in podcasting and YouTube etc I hope 
to do more online. The internet, for all its problems - and there are many - has been a 
lifeline for the church and God has used the pandemic to show us that we can now 
throw the net even wider to catch people for Christ. I hope to continue that.  

Finally, the word ‘retirement’ has the word ‘tire’ in it and that surely is a recognition 
that, humanly speaking, your energy levels are bound to diminish the older you get and 
so you need a change of pace. This is something that has hit home since hitting sixty 
and with each successive year since. Given the growing demands of modern ministry 
with its safe-guarding, health and safety issues, changes in Marriage Law, changing 
societal attitudes etc.; given society’s lack of even basic knowledge about anything 
Christian, plus the confusion of new religions and militant atheism; given a biblically 
illiterate church (and in a growing number of cases a biblically illiterate leadership), 
the rapid decline of the church and a host of other things I could mention, I tire much, 
much more quickly just trying to stand still. I also find, especially over the past year, 
that people are much more difficult to deal with and the authority of the Vicar - as with 
other professions - is no longer acknowledged or trusted but continually questioned. 
And so with increased demand on energy levels - physically, mentally and spiritually - I 
have found that I can no longer cope as I used to. I am bone tired, weary and need to 
step back - retire - and use my dwindling energy to greater and more focussed effect.  

So don’t wish me a happy retirement when the time comes, but wish me God’s 
continuing supply of grace and strength so that I can continue to serve him in new and 
different, and less exhausting, ways. 

God bless you all, and keep safe, 

Mark 

 

Trinity 3 Collect  
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son 
into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to 
your service, that we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the 
children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Readings 
Job 38:1 - 11 
Psalm 107:1 - 3, 23 - 32  
Corinthians 6:1 - 13 
Mark 4:35 - 41 



Sad news  

Bad news travels fast, and by now you would have heard that we have lost 
another of our faithful members, Freda Tew. She and Bill were St. James 
stalwarts and I am sure that you, like me, have many fond memories of them 
both. Freda’s funeral will be on Thursday afternoon at St. James before 
cremation at Margam.  As with Bill’s funeral, because of the pandemic, there 
will only be 30 people allowed to attend which means it will be invitation only 
for family and close friends. But I am sure that your prayers and thoughts will 
be with the family.  As I reflect back over the time I have known Bill and Freda 
there were very, very few Sundays when they were not at Church. Their 
faithfulness and commitment to weekly worship is an example to us all in these 
latter years where ‘regular’ means once a month and not every week. 

The ‘modern’ attitude to church attendance is in stark contrast to the example of Jesus, who, we are told, went to 
synagogue or the Temple “as was his custom”. That is, this is what he did on a regular basis. The disciples followed 
His example in their regular worship. And we also find, for example, in the Letter to the Hebrews the admonition:  

“….and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another”  (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

Theirs then was not a “take it or leave it” attitude and worship really meant worship - the giving of themselves 
totally to God and expressed in their determination to put everything else aside in order to be with God and their 
fellow believers on the Lord’s Day. This, they saw, was so essential if they were to “stir up one another to love and 
good works.” 

Freda, and Bill, were part of a dying breed - no pun intended - and the church is the poorer for having lost them. 
As long as they were faithful the church thrived. Now they are gone, who will take up their mantle? When things 
get back to ‘normal’ will we see the same commitment from ‘the faithful’? 

Five questions 

It has been so good to hear the faith stories of various members of the congregation and although we haven’t heard 
from everyone, we at least have had a flavour of how people came to faith. Today’s five questions will be the last 
one and appropriately they are answered by someone from St. James I have known the longest, since my days at 
Hirwaun near Aberdare.   

1. What is your name? Jerome Paul Bradnick (I answer to Jeremy) 

2. What is your earliest memory of Church? Prior to age 14, virtually none, as my parents were members 
 of the Plymouth Brethren. No Sunday School or Bible teaching for kids! But I can honour  my father for his 
 resistant faith.  

3. Where were you born?  In Sligo, County Sligo, Republic of Ireland. 

4. When did the Christian Faith become important to you?  I was 14 before shaking off the boredom of 
 my early ecclesiastical experiences and later, living near London by then, going to a Billy Graham crusade 
 and reading the Gospel of John which became increasingly meaningful, even exciting. At the crusade I ‘went 
 forward’ to get courage. But I had no conviction of sin or felt the need for God’s grace (both came later on). 

5. What is your favourite verse and why? Recently my choice would be Hebrews 4:15-16: 15 “For we do 
 not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
 tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
 confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (And Romans 8:26
 -27:  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness etc…)  
 Also Philippians 2:8-12 because much about our future (even in the Bible) I find so scary. But these verses I 
 can agree wholeheartedly with and say ‘haste the day’ for His glory to cover the earth.  
 Note: Jerome adds: “(I’ve) had many reversals, struggles and years of serious backslidings, but each time the 
 Lord has come to find and restore me again. I’ll have 0% to boast about: 100% Lord Jesus Christ!”  
 

Thanks Jerome and to all those who have contributed to this series. Your honest answers have been a great 
encouragement to me personally and I am sure to many others who are struggling or seeking.  
  

Quote 

We don’t come to church, to be a church. We come to Christ, and then we are built up as a church. If we come to 
church just to be with one another, one another is all we’ll get. And it isn’t enough. Inevitably, our hearts will grow 
empty, and then angry. If we put community first, we will destroy community. But if we come to Christ first and 
submit ourselves to Him and draw life from Him, community gets traction.  

C.S.Lewis 

Contact information 
For contributions to the newsletter please email the vicar, Mark, at stjamesuplands1@googlemail.com 


