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Parish Mission 
Statement 

You shall love the 
Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with 
all your mind...and 
your neighbour as 
yourself. Matthew 
22:37-38 

Sunday Podcasts            
of Sunday Morning 
Services are available 
on YouTube as are 
the Parish Podcasts 
‘A time to speak’  

Quotes 

The lost enjoy forever 
the horrible freedom 
they have demanded. 

C.S. Lewis 

Before we can begin 
to see the cross as 
something done for 
us, we have to see it 
as something done by 
us. 

John R.W. Stott 

 

A dead Christ I must 
do everything for; a 
living Christ does 
everything for me. 

Andrew Murray 

 

We live and die; 
Christ died and lived! 

John Stott  

This Newsletter is available on the Parish website:   
www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 

St. James Sunday Services on YouTube are available here:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0NVea6r8mEr_KnOkSv6qQA/ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

In 2007, a group of twenty-three South Korean missionaries were captured by the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. They were terrified. The Taliban separated the group, isolated 
them and confiscated their possessions. One of the Korean women managed to hold on 
to her Bible. She ripped it into twenty-three pieces and secretly gave each of them a 
portion so that wherever they were, each person could read a part of Scripture when no 
one was watching. 

The group knew that the Taliban had decided to kill them, one at a time. One by one the 
missionaries surrendered their lives again to Jesus saying, ‘Lord, if you want me to die 
for your sake I’ll do it.’ Then the pastor said, ‘I’ve talked to [the Taliban] because they 
are going to start killing us and I’ve told their leaders that if anyone dies, I die first 
because I am your pastor.’ Another said, ‘No, because I also am a pastor and I am your 
elder. I die first.’ 

Then the pastor came back and said, ‘You are not ordained, I have been ordained, I die 
first.’ And sure enough, he died first. Two were killed before the rest were eventually 
rescued. They had demonstrated extraordinary loyalty to God and to each other. 

Loyalty is a combination of love and faithfulness. It is a quality often lacking in our 
society today. Disloyalty destroys families, churches, businesses, political parties and 
even nations (from The Bible in One Year).  

Loyalty enables any ministry to flourish but disloyalty sucks the life out of everything. 
As the Parish prepares to welcome a new leader, my prayer for St James is that in 
addition to its loyalty to God and His Word, it will be loyal and supportive of Ian.  

God bless and keep safe,  

Mark 
 
Light in the darkness 

Racism is a blight on any society and the great sadness of our present time is that it 
seems as prevalent as ever. The following is a true story that I hope will encourage us to 
reject a racism that divides and embrace a love that unites: 

One night, at 11:30pm, an older African American woman was standing on the side of 
an Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing rainstorm. Her car had broken down 
and she desperately needed a ride. Soaking wet, she decided to flag down the next car.  
A young white man stopped to help her, generally unheard of in those conflict-filled 
1960s. The man took her to safety, helped her get assistance and put her into a taxicab. 

She seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote down his address and thanked him. Seven 
days went by and a knock came on the man's door. To his surprise, a giant console 
colour TV was delivered to his home. A special note was attached.   

It read: 

"Thank you so much for assisting me on the highway the other night. The rain drenched 
not only my clothes, but also my spirits. Then you came along. Because of you, I was 
able to make it to my dying husband's bedside just before he passed away... God bless 
you for helping me and unselfishly serving others." 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nat King Cole.  
 
Racism should have no place in our society.  Please work and pray that it will come to 
an end. And remember, we are ALL made in God’s image and likeness.  



Trinity 2 Collects 

Lord, you have taught 
us that all our doings 
without love are nothing 
worth: send your Holy 
Spirit and pour into our 
hearts that most 
excellent gift of love, the 
true bond of peace and 
of all virtues, without 
which whoever lives is 
counted dead before 
you. Grant this for your 
only Son Jesus Christ’s 
sake, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for 
ever.   Amen. 

Or 

Faithful Creator, whose 
mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness 
to you and to your living 
Word, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

Readings 

Ezekiel 17:22-end 
Psalm 92:1-8 
2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Luke 17:1-10 

Quick quotes 
Those who go to Heaven 
ride on a pass and enter 
into blessings that they 
never earned, but all 
who go to hell pay their 
own way.                  John 
R. Rice 

If we had more hell in 
the pulpit, we would 
have less hell in the 
pew.  

Billy Graham 

Don't say that a loving 
God is going to send you 
to hell - He's not. The 
thing that's going to 
send you to hell is that 
you're a sinner and you 
don't want to admit it. 

J. Vernon McGee 

The saddest road to hell 
is the one that runs 
under the pulpit, past 
the Bible, and through 
the middle of warnings 
and invitations. 

J. C. Ryle 

Jesus died for you 

Over the years I have come across lots of illustrations that have tried to 

capture the essence of the much proclaimed message of the New 
Testament and the Christian faith that “Christ died for you”. Not many 

have been truly satisfactory and some have been downright heresy! Here 

is another one. It’s not perfect but at least it captures some very important ideas behind 

why Jesus died for you and me. Namely that his love for us is so great that he would 
willingly die for us. And second, that his death was necessary in order to save us from 

eternal separation from God, or as the Bible calls it, hell. And so, for what it’s worth, here 

is that illustration: 

A farmer saw the smoke of one of those great wheat fires that used to start from the 

sparks from a steam train as it braked. As he stood out in front of his farm he looked off 
to the northwest. Then, judging the direction of the wind, knew that the fire raging in the 

distance would burn his wheat right down to the barn. If he did not do something to stop 

it, that fire would take his cattle, his barn, his very house. So he took a torch and ran to 

the edge of the field to light a back fire. His fire began to burn - 100 yards, 200 yards. It 

made a great circle all the way around the buildings so that when the great fire came and 
met the burned wheat it would pass around and thus the farmers building would be 

saved.  

Sure enough the fire raged, right to the farmer’s land. But when it met the scorched earth 

burned from the back fire, the fire went around the buildings. The farmer had saved his 

buildings but he had lost his crop. Later, in great grief, he walked through the burnt 
stubble. And when he did he saw the charred body of a hen lying there. He thought the 

hen had become confused and had been burned to death. Idly, he turned the body of the 

hen over with his toe, and out from underneath ran a dozen little chicks. The mother’s 

body had been over them; she was burned but they went out free. 

Jesus died to save us, laying his life down so that we could be free from the fire that is 

coming for those who reject God. A Christian, therefore,  is someone who fully grasps 
what Jesus has done in dying for them, and consequently and consciously lives the rest of 

their lives in loyal gratitude to Him and His Church. 

Lost?  

There is a moving scene in the movie Dr. Zhivago where the Comrade General 

is talking with Tanya about a traumatic experience in her childhood. He asks 

her, “How did you come to be lost?” She replies, “Well, I was just lost.” But he 

persists and asks again, “No, how did you come to be lost?” Tanya doesn’t want 
to say, but finally gives another cursory explanation: “I was just lost. My father and I were 

running through the city and it was on fire. The revolution had come and we were trying 

to escape and I was lost.” The Comrade General kept pressing: “How did you come to be 

lost?” She still didn’t want to say, but finally blurted out: “We were running through the 
city and my father let go of my hand and I was lost.” Then she added plaintively, “He let 

go.” This is what she didn’t want to say. The Comrade General said, “This is what I’ve 

been trying to tell you, Tanya. Komarov was not your real father. Zhivago is your real 

father and I can promise you, Tanya, that if this man had been there, your real father, he 

would never have let go of your hand.” 

Our calling as Christians is to tell people what their real Father is like. The message that 
we have to give to the world is that they are lost only because the false gods they were 

trusting in let them go and let them down because they were not their real Father. Their 

real Father would never let go of their hand. I think that Jesus, in the story of the 

prodigal son for instance, was saying that there are many people who are like Tanya in 
Dr. Zhivago. They got lost, not because of something that was their fault, but they became 

helpless and harassed when the world let go of them. They are wandering and simply 

need to be found. 

Contact information 
For contributions to the newsletter please email the vicar, Mark, at stjamesuplands1@googlemail.com 

Home phone number: (01792) 470532 


