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Parish Mission 
Statement 

You shall love the 
Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with 
all your mind...and 
your neighbour as 
yourself. Matthew 
22:37-38 

Sunday Podcasts            
of Sunday Morning 
Services are available 
on YouTube as are 
the Parish Podcasts 
‘A time to speak.’  

Quotes 

"Many Christians 
today are weary of 
reports, reforms and 
reunion schemes, 
discussions, 
dialogues and 
debates. We spend 
our time talking to 
ourselves while the 
world plunges 
headlong into suicide 
and despair. And it is 
in this context that 
the primary need for 
a dynamic spiritual 
renewal by the Holy 
Spirit of God 
becomes obvious and 
urgent. We lack the 
fire and passion 
which has always 
been the mark of the 
Spirit’s presence."  
David Watson: One in 

the Spirit 

This Newsletter is available on the Parish website:   www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 

St. James Sunday Services on YouTube are available here:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0NVea6r8mEr_KnOkSv6qQA/ 

The vicar’s blog can be found here: sonofzebedee.blogspot.com 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

As the time counts down to my retirement I want to share the following few words I 
recently came across and which I jotted down on 29th April 2013 just a year after I had 
been here: 

“I believe that the problems that the Church in Wales is facing at the present times are 
not organisational - the need of a better way of managing parishes and utilising a 
diminishing number of clergy; nor financial - the need to up our giving and manage our 
financial resources more efficiently; nor liturgical - the need for more flexibility and 
creativity in the type of services we use; nor educational - the need to teach and explain 
the Christian faith more effectively. Neither is it the need for better buildings, more 
evangelism, or even greater inclusivity. The need is for more power from above. The 
bottom line is that the Church in Wales has disconnected itself from the power lines 
and is experiencing a spiritual energy shortage that has plunged the whole 
denomination into darkness and decline. What the Church in Wales needs then is a new 
Pentecost, an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will renew and re-energise the Church 
again and provide the dynamic to enable it to bring about a resurgence of the Christian 
faith with its message of resurrection, hope and new life.” 

Having observed the attempts of the Church in Wales to move from the parish system 
to Ministry Areas over the past 9 years - an idea which was tried and failed in the 
Church of England - I have not changed my opinion one bit since that comment. I still 
believe that nothing less than a move of God can save us from spiritual torpor and the 
continuing decline that has seen us lose 75% of our parishioners and 75% of our clergy 
over the past 100 years of our existence.  

That is not to say that any of the above things - better organisation, sacrificial giving, 
evangelism, teaching etc are useless. They are surely what every church who is faithful 
to its Lord must always seek to do to the very best of its ability. But given the 
circumstances which we find ourselves in which leans rather too heavily on human 
solutions to our present predicament, nothing less than a turning to God in repentance 
and expectant faith, calling on Him for a visitation of the Holy Spirit will suffice. That, 
and that only, will save the Church in Wales from passing out of existence entirely in 
the next 5-10 years. 

God bless,   

Mark  

Two Announcements 

In addition to my own retirement there are two more I have to announce. 

First, Elaine Francis , who has informed me that she is standing down from her role as 
Sacristan on 31st July. If anyone is interested in training to serve as a Sacristan, Elaine 
will be more than happy to answer any questions and to offer support and instruction. 
Elaine can be contacted on 01792 429161 

Secondly, at the same time Leighton Francis will also be standing down as Vicar’s 
warden leaving room for Ian to appoint his own when he comes.  Initially Leighton was 
to stand down on the day of my retirement but he has very kindly decided to stay an 
extra month to give Ian time to settle into his new role and find his feet. 

I am very grateful to both Leighton and Elaine for all their support to me during their 
time as sacristan and Vicar’s warden. Their capacity for hard work, loyalty and 
encouragement has meant more to me than either they or anyone will know. In terms of 
Leighton’s wardenship I could not have had a better man to work with me over the past 
15 months of the pandemic. His attention to detail and his thoroughness in everything 
he does is truly phenomenal and was especially appreciated at over what have been  
very difficult and challenging times. I could not have thought of a better person to work 
with.   



The Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 

Collect 

God our redeemer, you have 
delivered us from the power 
of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of your 
Son: grant, that as by his 
death he has recalled us to 
life, so by his continual  
presence in us he may raise 
us to eternal joy; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever Amen.  

Readings 

Isaiah 55: 1 - 11                  
1 John 5: 1 - 6                        
Psalm 98                                         
John 15: 9 - 17 

A prayer for the Holy 

Spirit 

About the same time as that 
jotting in my letter I wrote 

the following prayer which I 

share with you now. 

Holy Spirit, I bow before you 

acknowledging my 

sinfulness, selfishness and 
weakness. I can do nothing 

without your power and 

presence in my life. I need 

your help to always be 
seeking the Kingdom in all I 

do, and ensure that what is 

done is done in the name of 
Jesus and to the glory of 

God. So please come Holy 

Spirit. Change me. Change 

your Church. And change 
this nation. In the name of 

Jesus. Amen.  

Quote 

The Lord is wanting to raise 

up a generation of people 
who will learn to live from 

the presence of God as 

opposed to merely living 

from the principles of God.      

Bill Johnson 

More on the Holy Spirit 

To underline the importance of my observation on the first page I include here an 
account of what happened to D.L.Moody, one of the greatest evangelists of the 
19th century. He was doing everything right in his life and service of God but one 
thing was missing.  

In The Life of D. L. Moody, written by his son, here is a very simple but striking 
account of what happened: 

“The year 1871 was a critical one in Mr. Moody's career. He realized more and 
more how little he was fired by personal acquirements for his work. An intense 
hunger and thirst for spiritual power were aroused in him by two women who 
used to attend the meetings and sit on the front seat. He could see by the 
expression on their faces that they were praying. At the close of services they 
would say to him: 
"We have been praying for you." 
"Why don't you pray for the people?" Mr. Moody would ask. 
"Because you need the power of the Spirit," they would say. "I need the power! 
Why," said Mr. Moody, in relating the incident years after, "I thought I had power. 
I had the largest congregations in Chicago, and there were many conversions. I 
was in a sense satisfied. But right along those two godly women kept praying for 
me, and their earnest talk about anointing for special service set me to thinking. I 
asked them to come and talk with me, and they poured out their hearts in prayer 
that I might receive the filling of the Holy Spirit. There came a great hunger into 
my soul. I did not know what it was. I began to cry out as I never did before. I 
really felt that I did not want to live if I could not have this power for service." 

Then the book tells of the great Chicago fire, of D. L. Moody's relief work, the 
building of the north side tabernacle, and of his visiting in the East to secure funds 
for his work. Then the narrative continues: 

During this Eastern visit the hunger for more spiritual power was still upon Mr. 
Moody. "My heart was not in the work of begging," he said. "I could not appeal. I 
was crying all the time that God would fill me with His Spirit. Well, one day, in the 
city of New York -- oh, what a day! -- I cannot describe it, I seldom refer to it; it is 
almost too sacred an experience to name. Paul had an experience of which he 
never spoke for fourteen years. I can only say that God revealed Himself to me, 
and I had such an experience of His love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand. I 
went to preaching again. The sermons were not different; I did not present any 
new truths, and yet hundreds were converted. I would not now be placed back 
where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world -- it 
would be as the small dust of the balance." 

Notice in the above account, in the words of D. L. Moody himself, that while he 
had great joy in the coming of the Holy Spirit upon him in power, yet the principal 
result was: "The sermons were not different: I did not present any new truths, and 
yet hundreds were converted." 

This is the power to which I am referring to when I say we need “outside help” - 
the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit - upon the Church in Wales and its leaders. 
The sermons will not necessarily change, nor will the organisation, 
administration, teaching etc but once again the Church will be tapped into the 
Divine power source which saw it spread across the world changing people and 
culture. Nothing less will do if the Church in Wales is to be God’s instrument in 
God’s hands.  

Church Reopening 

Just a reminder that as from this Sunday (9th May) at 10.30am, St James’ will be 
open for a service of Holy Communion. Pease book your place with Leighton 
Francis on 07914526977 or email him at: leightonlfrancis@yahoo.co.uk. Please 
follow the usual safety protocols and wear a mask.  

Contact information 
For contributions to the newsletter please email the vicar, Mark, at stjamesuplands1@googlemail.com 

Home phone number: (01792) 470532 
The Parish Website can be found at: www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 


