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Parish Mission 
Statement 

You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your 
mind...and your 
neighbour as yourself. 
Matthew 22:37-38 

Sunday Podcasts            
of Sunday Morning 
Services are available 
on YouTube as are the 
Parish Podcasts ’A 
time to speak.’  

A humorous Tale 

Ellen was very involved 

with her church and 
community projects. 

So much so, the Vicar 

decided to recognize 

her efforts during 
Sunday service. 

Addressing the 

congregation he said: 

“I'd like to take a 

moment to recognize 
Ellen for her hard work 

and contributions. 

Ellen come up here 

and take a bow”. 

Ellen smiles and bows. 

Vicar: To reward your 

efforts, why don't you 
pick out the next 3 

hymns. 

Ellen points into the 

crowd,  "I'll take him, 

him, and him." 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

First, a big thanks to the Revd Stuart Bell for last Sunday’s sermon, and also to 
Steven Dyer who is preaching this Sunday. Tom Connor has also kindly agreed to 
preach as well which is a great help as Hazel and I try to sort out things ready for 
our move.  

Next month will see the retirement of our bishop - the Archbishop of Wales - and 
the following month, as well as seeing my own retirement, the Revd Ian Rees, 
Vicar of Swansea and Ministry Area leader is leaving to take up the post of 
Archdeacon of Monmouth. Our best wishes and prayers go to him and his wife 
Helen. Please pray for his successor who will have the unenviable task of taking 
Swansea forward to the next step of its development as a Ministry Area. I do not 
envy him - or her - the work that lies ahead. 

As the numbers of COVID cases continue to slowly decline we are on course to 
open St James again for ‘live’ worship when Wales enters Level 3. This has been 
mooted for 17th May  but as we know things can change.  So watch this space. 

Finally, Freda Tew is unwell in Hillside Nursing Home and I am sure would value 
all our prayers. She had a fall recently and, although there were no broken bones, 
her health has deteriorated since.  She is an amazing lady and has had her fair 
share of ill health since before Bill passed away. 

For now, keep faithful, keep praying and keep going in your Christian faith. 

God bless,  

Mark 

 

Hymns and their stories  

There is a green hill far away, 

Without a city wall, 

Where the dear Lord was crucified, 

Who died to save us all. 

The writer of this hymn, Cecil Frances Alexander, was the daughter of an English 

soldier who, in 1848, at just twenty-five years old, had a collection of songs titled 
Hymns for Little Children. This particular poem was created as a type of catechism 

for children. Along with There is a Green Hill Far Away, there were other songs 

which over time became noticed by the well-known Alfred Lord Tennyson. The 

hymn itself sings about one of the most important moments of Christian faith, the 

crucifixion of Christ. 

What this hymn does is underline a very important feature of a good hymn. When 

written well and sung often, it enables the person to remember core Christian 
teaching in a way the spoken word is less effective at. It is said that John Newton, 

the writer of Amazing Grace, would finish off his sermons with a verse he 

composed that summarised what he had just preached on. Some of these, like 

Amazing Grace, became well-known hymns. What an effective way of enabling a 

congregation to learn the Christian faith. And what an important reminder that we 
really need to get back to singing hymns as soon as is safely possible.  

This Newsletter is available on the Parish website:   www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 

St. James Sunday Services on YouTube are available here:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0NVea6r8mEr_KnOkSv6qQA/ 

The vicar’s blog can be found here: sonofzebedee.blogspot.com 



The Third Sunday 
of Easter 

Collect 

Almighty Father, who 
in your great mercy 
gladdened the 
disciples with the 
sight of the risen 
Lord: give us such 
knowledge of his 
presence with us, that 
we may be 
strengthened and 
sustained by his risen 
life and serve you 
continually in 
righteousness and 
truth; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.  

Readings 

Zephaniah 3: 14 - end                 
Acts 3: 12 - 19 
1 John 3: 1 - 7                                            
Luke 24: 36b - 48 

C S Lewis on why 
we should praise 
God  

“(Why? Because...) 
the world rings with 
praise - lovers 
praising their 
mistresses, readers 
their favourite poet, 
walkers praising the 
countryside, players 
praising their 
favourite game - 
praise of weather, 
wines, dishes, actors, 
motors, horses, 
colleges, countries, 
historical personages, 
children, flowers, 
mountains, rare 
stamps, rare beetles, 
even sometimes 
politicians or 
scholars.” 

Reflections on the 
Psalms  

The greatest Commandment 

In Mark’s Gospel the writer recounts for us one of the rare times when the scribes actually 

agree with Jesus about something. There’s a dispute and they are impressed with Jesus’ 

contribution. So they ask him the question: “Which commandment is the first of all?” The 

scribe is asking not which commandment is first of many, but rather which commandment 

defines the core of Torah law - stands at its centre -summarizes it. Is there one law that is the 

key to all the laws? 

Jewish law includes 613 commandments (365 prohibitions and 248 positive 

commandments). Scribes divide these into “light” and “heavy” commandments, the light 

commandments being less important and the heavy ones more important. The scribes’ role 

was to examine each law in minute detail, and devise complex rules to help people understand 

how to obey each law in every conceivable situation.  

A number of prophets and rabbis had tried to summarize the law. For example in Micah 6:8 

the prophet writes: 

“What does the Lord require of you, but to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). 

A very famous rabbi called Hillel had suggested: 

“What you hate for yourself, do not to your neighbour. This is the whole law, the rest 

is commentary” (Hillel). 

But Jesus in answering the question takes three separate texts or ideas and puts them 

together. The first is from the Shema, the daily prayer of the Jew which begins: “Hear O 

Israel, the Lord is one.”  The second is the command to love God in Deuteronomy 6:5 

although Jesus adds “with all your mind” to the text. And the last one is to love your 

neighbour as yourself, which is in Leviticus 19:18.  

The scribe is impressed by this and repeats what Jesus says. Jesus commends him, and the 

company in wonderment lapses into silence. Mark ends by saying: 

“After that no one dared to ask him any question.”  

What can we learn from this? 

First, we learn how great a teacher Jesus is. His summary of the Law - like the Lord’s Prayer 

- is both succinct and comprehensive at the same time. No wonder the scribes were stunned 

into silence. Scottish theologian James Stuart once said, 

“The teaching of Jesus has had a power and an effect with which the influence of no other 

teacher can even for a moment be compared.”  

When Jesus had finished giving the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew tells us the crowds were 

so amazed at his teaching because “he taught as one having authority, not as the teachers of 

the law” (Matthew 7:29). The rabbis quoted each other, but Jesus spoke the true and 

authoritative words of God. 

Second, Jesus’ summary puts God firmly where it belongs, in first place. Whenever that 

order is usurped things go terribly wrong, and we are, I believe, beginning to see that work 

out in the West as things begin to unravel slowly. But whenever that order is restored, then 

blessing follows. 

Lastly, the Christian life is about learning to live that out in our lives. The fact that the scribe 

repeated exactly what Jesus said, tells us that he was not just agreeing with him but trying to 

remember what he said. Jesus could see this thoughtfulness and told him that that was the 

way to the Kingdom. Whenever we take the words of Jesus seriously we too are heading in the 

right direction.  
Contact information 

For contributions to the newsletter please email the vicar, Mark, at stjamesuplands1@googlemail.com 
Home phone number: (01792) 470532 

The Parish Website can be found at: www.stjamesswansea.org.uk 


